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Honorary Treasurer – Trustee role description 
 

ABOUT HOSTAGE INTERNATIONAL 

Hostage International is an international charity supporting families during and after 
kidnapping or arbitrary detention, as well as hostages returning home. We also provide 
training and education in family and post-release support to organisations operating in 
high-risk environments. 

 

We are seeking an Honorary Treasurer to join our volunteer Board of Trustees, following 
the retirement of our current Treasurer in February 2027. The role is unpaid and requires 
approximately one day per month, with additional time around year-end accounts. 

 

THE ROLE 

The Treasurer will: 

Oversee the charity’s financial governance, controls and compliance. 

Provide assistance to the CEO, when required, in the preparation of the annual budget to 
be presented to the board.  

Support, and retain oversight of, the CEO’s interactions with the independent examiner in 
the preparation of annual accounts. 

Monitor financial performance.  

Identify and monitor financial and operational risks. 

Advise on reserves, investments and financial sustainability. 

Oversee/approve banking arrangements, payroll and HMRC payments. 

Monitor the financial position and transactions of Hostage International (Europe) gGmbH. 

Working with the CEO, ensure the Board has clear, accurate and timely financial 
information. 

 

As a Trustee, the Treasurer will also share responsibility for the charity’s governance, 
financial stability, risk management, legal and regulatory compliance, effective use of its 
resources, and will support the charity’s fundraising efforts.  

 

PERSON SPECIFICATION 

We are looking for a UK-qualified accountant, ideally with international and/or charity 
finance experience, who can demonstrate: 

Strategic thinking and sound independent judgement. 
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Strong financial analysis and interpretation skills. 

Commitment to the charity’s mission, equality and diversity. 

An understanding of trustees’ legal responsibilities. 

Effective teamwork and constructive challenge. 

Willingness to devote the necessary time and engage fully as a Trustee. 

 

COMMITMENT AND SUPPORT 

Trustees serve three-year terms, with the possibility of renewal. The Board meets four 
times a year; board meetings are held online or in-person in London, UK, so the ideal 
candidate should be within easy reach of London. Training and induction will be provided. 

Hostage International is committed to equality, diversity and inclusion and welcomes 
applications from a wide range of candidates. 

 

APPLICATIONS 

Please apply by email with your CV and covering letter, outlining what you would bring to 
the role, by 09:00 on Friday 30 October 2026. We hope to have the appointment 
finalised for the December 2026 Board meeting. We encourage early applications. We 
may close this role prior to the closing date if a suitable candidate is found. 
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